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of the throttles and started to pull back very carefully,
pushing the rudder pedal at the same time. The
engine may not have been throttled down entirely,
but it seemed clear that this could be done and the
plane would still remain under control. Finally, it
was possible to make what appeared the most im-
portant item of the test, namely, the "landings/'
While still some 700 or 800 feet high, I tried
twice to put the plane in a gliding position, and
then by pulling the wheel reproduced a manoeuvre of
normal landing. The plane obeyed so satisfactorily
that, contrary to the original programme, I decided to
make an ordinary landing and not a power stall.
About one mile from the field, I turned round and
started to come down gradually, aiming at the be-
ginning of the runway. The plane was well under
control and having reached the field at an altitude of
some fifty feet, I could increase the power slightly and
continue to fly over the runway towards the hangars.
Having reached the middle of the runway, I cut the
engines and easily made an ordinary, reasonably
smooth landing. The huge plane came to a stop.
Engines were left idling while the mechanic went
out to inspect the landing gear before taxi-ing the re-
maining distance. The mechanic climbed back into
the ship.
" Everything seems to be in order/*
At that time, however, it was obvious that we could
not taxi, and must quickly stop the motors. Parallel
to the runway at the edge of the field on a high
embankment a huge crowd had collected during the
last few evenings. The size and the unconventional
appearance of the plane created some interest and ex-